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authority, in the midst of surrounding Irish clans and septs,
by conforming to Irish modes of life and habits.    But the
paramount cause, it appears likely, was the peculiar influence
which the Celtic genius has had in affecting races in contact
with it.    Butler and Geraldine fell under the fascinating spell
of the daughters of the land whom they had made wives1; the
hard nature of Norseman and Teuton yielded to the charm and
communicative power of Celtic ideas, as France has made
Alsatian and Lorrainer her own; and the whole course of Irish
history attests the fact.    The "degenerate Englishry," as they
were called, were in immense numbers in the South and the
West of Ireland, and even in parts of Leinster, at this period.
Ireland had thus already become the misshapen and wither-
limb of the great English Monarchy.   The island contained
three distinct divisions presenting strongly marked, but ve^
different features.    Of the twelve counties which John had
made shireland, eight   had   almost   ceased   to   retain   this
character; the Anglo-Norman or English Pale had narrowed
into  the four original  shires,  Meath, including Westmeath,
Louth, Dublin, and Kildare.    In this fine rich tract, bounded
by the Barrow, the great lakes of Westmeath, the Mourne
range, and the sea, the rule of the native chiefs had been
almost effaced;  the land had been divided  among noble
houses  of  Anglo-Norman   and   English   descent,   lords   of
dependents and tenants of the same race, and little affected by
contact with the Celt, but with a subject Copulation of .the
Irishry in their midst.    The Pale was the domain of by far the
greatest part of the civilisation which had grown up in Ireland;
1 So Davis, a man of genius, finely wrote:
t   " Those Geraldines I those Geraldines! not long our air they breathed,
Not long they fed on venison, hi Irish water seethed,
Not often had their children been by Irish mothers nursed,
'When from their full and genial hearts an Irish feeling burst!"
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